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The  Hijlory  of  a fingular  Affe Elion  of  the  Ac~ 
tion  of  the  Heart , terminating  favourably. 
By  James  Bennet,  M.  D.  Phyjician  in  Cork. 

AS  an  inftanee  of  the  difficulty  of  form- 
ing a juft  prognoftic,  as  well  as  of  the 
furprifing  efforts  of  nature,  the  following  ex- 
traordinary cafe  may  not  be  unworthy  of  the 
attention  of  medical  pradtitioners. 

Mifs  L , aet.  10.  towards  the  end  of 

September  1785,  was  attacked  with  a rafh, 
which  at  that  time  was  frequent  in  this  city. 
It  fo  nearly  refembled  the  mealies,  that  one 
would  be  apt  to  miftake  the  two  diforders  for 
each  other.  This  ralh,  refembling  the  mealies 
in  the  appearance  of  the  eruption,  was  evi- 
dently contagious ; or,  at  leaft,  fo  generally 
attacked  all  the  children  of  the  families  where 
if  appeared,  that  I cannot  help  looking  on  it 
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as  fuch.  The  running  from  the  eyes  and 
nofe  was  conliderable ; the  feverifli  fymp- 
toms  as  great  as  is  ufual  in  meafles  ; and  the 
courfe  nearly  the  fame.  The  chief  diftin- 
guilhing  character  that  I could  perceive,  was 
the  abfence  of  cough  or  pulmonic  affedion. 
As  this,  however,  is  but  a negative  one,  it 
may  be  efteemed  as  no  valid  objedion  to  the 
fuppofition  of  its  being  meafles.  But  a con- 
vincing proof  of  the  contrary  is,  that  the  chil- 
dren of  the  family  here  alluded  to,  who  were 
attacked  with  it,  had  the  meafles  long  be- 
fore ; and  the  only  child  who  had  them  not, 
efcaped  taking  this. 

The  patient  here  mentioned  had  it  fo  mild- 
ly, that  medicines  were  thought  unneceflary. 
In  about  a fornight,  however,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  rafh,  and  fome  days  after 
returning  to  her  ufual  exercife  and  diet,  fhe 
complained  of  a fwelling  of  the  face  ; which 
(as  I had  not  feen  her  for  fome  days)  I ima- 
gined might  have  been  an  inflammatory  at- 
tack from  cold ; and  accordingly  ordered  a 
dofe  of  Glauber’s  falts,  which  had  little  or  no 
effect  in  reducing  it.  At  my  next  viflt  I per- 
ceived that  the  fwelling  was  manifeftly  ana- 

farcous. 
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farcous,  and  that  the  legs  were  alfo  affecled 
in  a fimilar  manner  ; but,  as  I was  informed, 
fubfequent  to  the  face.  I accordingly  pre- 
ferred the  ufual  diuretics,  avoiding  thofe 
which  might  injure  the  ftomach  (already 
much  weakened),  fuch  as  fquills,  &c.  Thofe 
that  in  fuch  cafes  I have  found  molt  frequent- 
ly efficacious,  are  fpir.  nitr.  dulcis,  and  infuf. 
bacc.  juniperi,  which  have  rather  the  effect 
of  promoting  the  appetite  than  otherwife. 
Thefe,  however,  had  fcarce  any  effect.  On 
the  contrary,  the  breathing  became  more  la- 
boured ; and  the  following  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  was  noticed  : — the  child  mention- 
ed a conliderable  palpitation  of  the  heart  j 
but  whether  it  occurred  before  or  after  the 
dropfical  fymptoms  took  place,  fhe  could  not 
tell.  , 

On  examining,  I perceived  an  uncommon 
pulfation  on  the  left  fide,  at  the  joining  of  the 
fifth  and  fixth  ribs  with  the  fternum.  The 
ribs  in  the  region  of  it  were  confiderably  ele-* 
vated  ; and  it  communicated  fo  forcible  a 
ftroke  to  the  hand  when  laid  on  the  part, 
that,  taking  every  circumftance  into  confide- 
ration,  I could  not  avoid  concluding  it  to 
2,  proceed 
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proceed  from  an  aneUrifmal  affcCtion  of  the 
heart,  or  fome  of  the  large  veflels  at  or  near 
their  origin.  The  pulfe,  at  the  wrift,  was 
fmall,  tremulous,  intermitting,  and  every  way 
irregular.  Alarmed  at  this  difeovery,  I deli- 
red  that  other  adiftance  fhould  be  called  in. 

Two  phyficians  of  eminence  accordingly 
examined  the  patient ; and  with  little  hefita- 
tion  concurred  in  the  opinion  I had  adopted, 
and  concluded  that  medicines  of  any  kind 
mull  be  ineffectual. 

I muff  here  obferve,  that  the  pulfation  al- 
luded to  was  at  no  time  abfent,  or  lefs  in  de- 
gree. Reckoning  from  the  firft  droplical  ap- 
pearance, die  had  been  ill,  at  this  time,  about 
three  weeks ; was  unable  to  lie  down  in  bed; 
the  refpiration  very  laborious,  and  conftantly 
moaning.  From  the  oppreflion  'and  defpon- 
dence  of  recovery,  die  anxioudy  expected 
death. 

In  this  dtuation,  directions  were  given  to 
fupport  her  with  wine ; and,  in  fhort,  to  in- 
dulge her  in  any  reafonable  dedre.  I then 
difeontinued  my  attendance,  daily  expecting 
to  hear  of  her  death  ; but  was  aftonidied 
when  I was  informed,  in  a diort  time  after, 
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that  her  appetite  daily  mended  ; a very  con- 
iiderable  difcharge  by  urine,  which  was  here- 
tofore fcanty,  took  place  ; and  in  lefs  than  a 
fortnight  from  my  laft  vilit,  Ihe  was  perfectly 
reftored  to  health. 

I fhall  conclude,  by  making  a few  obfer- 
vations  on  the  above  cafe.  And  firft;  with 
refpedt  to  its  nature,  I Hi  all  endeavour  to 
make  foirie  conjecture. 

As  to  its  being  droplical  in  part,  there  can 
be  no  doubt ; but  whether  the  accumulation 
of  water  was  the  caiife  or  the  confequence  oi 
the  extraordinary  affection  of  the  heart,  may 
be  worth  inquiring.  In  this  we  would  be 
much  affifted,  if  it  could  be  afcertained  which 
was  the  firft  fyriiptom,  that  of  the  heart,  dr 
the  dropfical  appearance.  But  this  was  inl- 
poffible,  from  the  inattentive  age  of  the  pa- 
tient ; though  its  pulfation  and  fituation  may 
warrant  any  perlon  in  concluding  (if  any- 
thing lefs  than  ocular  demonftration  may  be 
depended  on),  that  it  muff  be  an  arieurifmal 
affeftion  of  the  heart  or  large  veffels;  But; 
on  the  contrary,  we  muff  allow,  that  the 
event  renders  fuch  a conjecture  improbable ; 
as  we  know  of  no  inftances  where  aneurifms 
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of  large  vefiels  have  terminated  favourably, 
either  by  art  or  nature.  As  to  water  in  the 
thorax  or  pericardium  producing  fuch  a 
fymptom,  it  is  more  than  I find  in  any  au- 
thor. All  thofe  whom  I have  confulted, 
mention  the  “ pulfus  exilis,  tremulus  &c. 

And,  indeed,  their  obfervations  are  perfectly 

* * 

confonant  to  what,  reafoning  a priori,  we 
would  expect ; for  water,  contained  in  the 
thorax,  pericardium,  &-c.  mult,  we  would 
fuppofe,  fuffocate  the  motion  of  the  heart  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  contained.  In  this 
cafe,  however,  the  pulfation  was  as  ftrong  as 
I have  ever  felt  it  in  any  cafe  of  confirmed 
aneurifm.  This  Angularity  has  induced  me 
to  be  thus  prolix  ; and  to  requeft  you  would 
infert  it,  if  worthy  a place,  in  your  very  ufe- 
ful  commentaries,  as  affording  a proper  cau- 
tion to  others,  wfith  refpeft  to  the  prognofis, . 
at  leaft  in  fimilar  cafes. 
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* Vide  Sauvage,  de  Hydrothorace. 


